The

Great Pyrenees

History

These dogs take their name from the mountain range in south-
western Europe, where they have long been used as guardians of
the flocks. In the United States they are called Great Pyrenees.
In the United Kingdom and on the continent of Europe, they are
known as the Pyrenean Mountain Dog. In their native France,
they are Le Chien de Montagne des Pyrenees or Le Chien des
Pyrenees. Whatever the name, it is a beautiful white dog with

a "certain elegance" which for centuries has been the working
associate of peasant shepherds high on the mountain slopes;

the dog was "discovered" by French nobility in the seventeenth
century and elevated to the status of court dog of France.

While it is generally accepted that no living breed of dog can
be traced back to its wild form, and that what is known about
dogs of any sort prior to a century or two ago is so little, these
dogs are believed to have migrated into Europe from Asia
Minor, moving westward and leaving kin in all the prominent
mountain valleys of Europe. These later developed individual
characteristics in the seclusion of their own environment and
came to be known as the Maremma, Kuvasz, Polish Tatra,
Akbash, Slovakian Chuvach, and others.

Care and Housing

Great Pyrenees are at heart territorial guard dogs and members
of the great family of livestock guardian dogs. As such, they
share with them certain strong characteristics. They are guard
dogs by instinct, not by training. Their basic personality is
different from most breeds, since most breeds were bred to take
commands from people, while Pyrs were bred to work naturally
from their ancient instincts. A Great Pyrenees is an intelligent,
sometimes willful animal. They have minds of their own and are
not easily obedience trained. Things that you consider important
may not be the same things your Pyrenees considers important.

Great Pyrenees must be confined in a well-fenced area or they
will exercise their powerful instinct to establish and patrol a
large territory. Fences must be a minimum of 6 feet high, and
gates must have adequate and secure locks. When outside of
the fence, Pyrs must be kept on leash at all times. Underground
or invisible fencing is not appropriate for Pyrs. Very often it
will not keep them in if they want out badly enough. They will
routinely withstand the shock to do so. Even if it does keep
them in, it will not keep other animals and people out. The
Great Pyrenees is a guard dog, and as such, cannot be expected
to welcome uninvited guests onto your property. They should
accept anyone whom you invite into your home. They are not
“attack™ dogs, but can be very intimidating to the surprised
visitor. It is an owner’s obligation to maintain a Great Pyrenees
so that his guarding instincts can be exercised in a responsible
manner. Like all livestock guardian breeds, Great Pyrenees are
barkers, especially at night. The amount of barking varies from
individual to individual, but the instinct is there. Most Great
Pyrenees in urban or suburban settings must be kept indoors at

night.

Feeding,
Grooming
and Training / SICRE
In feeding, common sense is your best guide. A slow gain one
week may be picked up the next. We cannot stress too strongly
that the pup’s weight must be kept under control. A fat puppy

is not a healthy puppy. The bones of a giant breed pup remain
soft and growing longer than those of smaller breeds, and excess
weight adds immeasurably to the strain on growing bones. There
are even some painful and crippling bone and joint problems
that can be caused or exacerbated by excess weight in a growing
pup. Breeders and many vets recommend that the pups be put on
a “maintenance” kibble not later than 6 months. This will help
maintain slow but steady growth—better a little thin than a little
fat. The basis of a good diet is a high quality kibble. Be sure

that water is available at all times. If you feed a good basic diet,
you may add occasional table scraps as long as the dog’s weight
stays down. Pups and grown dogs love bones and love to chew.
Please, give them only the large soup variety as even a tiny
puppy can do shocking damage with his jaws.

Great Pyrenees need to be brushed on a regular basis once a
week. Brushing the top of the coat will not do an adequate job.
You must be careful to part the hair and brush and comb the
dog from the skin out so that mats do not form. Pay particular
attention to the areas behind the ears, around the neck, on the
belly, and on the back of the legs where the coat mats most
often. When the dog sheds its coat, daily brushing will be
necessary for several weeks to ensure that the dead hair is
removed. If it is not, it will become bound up against the dog’s
skin and can cause severe and painful skin problems. When you
do the regular grooming, be sure to clip nails, especially the
dewclaws, which can grow in a circle and become embedded in
the pad.Clean the ears using cotton balls. You may bathe your
dog if you think that it is necessary, but be sure to keep him
warm and out of drafts until he is dry. Actually, Pyrs who are
brushed regularly seldom need to be bathed.

Training is simply a matter of teaching your dog those basic
manners that make it a pleasant pet and companion. The first
rule is discipline, and it must be firm, consistent, and immediate.
Do not let the fact that the pup is cute and cuddly deter you from
firm insistence of the rules. When it weighs 100+ pounds, he is
not going to be cute, and you may no longer be able to enforce
those rules physically. A dog is by nature a pack animal. It looks
for a leader and if you regard yourself as its leader and enforce
it, the dog will accept your discipline. Decide upon your needs
and rules before the pup arrives, and do not ever allow the pup
to violate them without firm consequences. Do not ever allow
your pup or adult dog to put its teeth on
any human being for any reason. This
definitely includes puppy chewing play.
Correct such behavior immediately. Also,
do not allow adults or children to engage
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